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Artists: Eugene Daub, Rob Firmin & Steven Whyte 

Location: Harbor Drive at the G Street Mole 

Bob Hope, the actor, entertainer and comedian, is almost universally known around the world for his long career 

as a star of film and television. Yet it is in the hearts of generations of U.S. servicemen that his most enduring 

legacy resides. For a span of over fifty years beginning in 1943, he dedicated himself to entertaining soldiers, 

sailors and airmen of the armed forces in the many battle fronts and remote outposts where they've served 

throughout the world. His overseas USO tours, which often took place over Christmas, were deeply appreciated 

and fondly remembered by countless thousands of servicemen on protracted tours of duty, often under combat 

conditions, far from their homes and families. 

Now the legacy of Bob Hope is commemorated by a major sculptural artwork titled “A National Salute to Bob 

Hope and the Military,” Located in a tranquil waterfront park on Port tidelands, with commanding views of San 

Diego Bay, the National Salute is a fitting tribute to not only Bob Hope but to the legions of servicemenHo and 

women he entertained over the years. For the public, the National Salute is intended to be interactive and 

personal. Visitors are meant to be part of an intimate connection with Bob Hope and to experience some sense 

of the bonding that Hope had with the service people he entertained. 

Design notes: Located in a grove of coral trees atop a landscaped mound with broad curving steps, the National 

Salute to Bob Hope and the Military features a grouping of sixteen larger than life-size bronze figures in a 48-

foot diameter circular plaza. The figures represent a typical road show with Bob entertaining troops near the 

front. The focal point is a bronze of Bob Hope himself by renowned sculptor Eugene Daub. Fifteen additional 

sculptures form an eternal audience representing men and women of the five branches of the U.S. military 

services. Attractive landscaping and lighting showcase the National Salute for visitors day and night, by land and 

water. 

About the Sculptures: The bronze figures are sculpted in military uniforms authentic to the various eras of 

Bob’s career from World War II through the Korean War, Vietnam War, Cold War, and the first Persian Gulf War. 

The fifteen military bronze figures were designed and fabricated by Daub & Firmin Studios and the Steven 

Whyte Studio. A brief description of each follows: 

World War II Paratrooper 

The 101st division (the Screaming Eagles) was activated on 15 August 1942 at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana on 19 

August 1942. During World War II, the Pathfinders of the 101st Airborne Division led the way on D-Day in the 

night drop prior to the invasion. On 2 August 1944, the division became part of the First Allied Airborne Army. As 

part of this formation it took part in Operation Market Garden in the Netherlands. During the Battle of the Bulge 
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the 101st defended the vital road junction of Bastogne. Brigadier General Anthony McAuliffe replied to the 

demand for surrender: “To the German Commander: NUTS! —The American Commander.” (Some are convinced 

that what he actually wrote was less polite.) The division held its ground. This figure is of a sergeant in the 

101st Airborne paratroopers, (not a pathfinder), who participated in the Normandy invasion. 

Korean War Infantryman 

We have chosen the 45th infantry division for this figure of a private for several reasons relating to the desire to 

honor Native American veterans. It was formed from citizen soldiers in the Southwestern U.S. It had at least two 

Native American Medal of Honor winners in the Korean War. Its insignia is the Native American thunderbird, and 

it is known as the Thunderbird division. The insignia is a strong clue for the viewing public the soldier may be 

Native American. Native Americans volunteered for service in Korea in higher proportion than any other 

identifiable ethnic group. 

Gulf War Soldier in Desert Storm 

Forty thousand women were deployed in Operation Desert Storm. Many, including those in the 82nd Airborne, 

were in combat and 16 were killed. This marks a change in American military history were many mothers with 

young children serve in the armed forces. The Desert Storm Gulf War soldier is an African American 2nd 

Lieutenant in the 82nd Airborne. The cast on her right leg emphasizes her combat role, and also serves to honor 

all wounded veterans. She has a notebook on her lap in anticipation of receiving an autograph from Bob Hope. 

Korean War Sailor 

More than 265,000 navy personnel served in Korea during the war. The U.S. Navy eliminated the North Korean 

navy, prevented and destroyed enemy troop landings, performed on-land reconnaissance, carried out allied 

troop landings, evacuated over 100,000 allied troops at Hungnam, bombarded shore positions, and launched 

thousands of aerial sorties. The Korean War sailor is a Seaman 1st Class, who will be holding one of the handles 

of the Gulf War soldier’s wheelchair. He is in his dress blues. 

World War II Fighter Pilot 

The World War II fighter pilot is a captain in the Army Air Force, with the 332nd Fighter Group (originally the 

99th Fighter Squadron)—the Redtails—within the 15th Air Force. This group is famous for two reasons: 1) it is the 

only fighter escort group to lose no bombers to enemy fighters, and 2) it was composed entirely of African 

Americans. The 332nd shot down 111 German fighters, including at least two Me-262 jets, and earned 150 

Distinguished Flying Crosses. They were also known as the Tuskegee Airmen because they were trained at 

Tuskegee Army Air Field in Tuskegee, Alabama. In 1949, pilots from the 332nd Fighter Group took first place in 

the Air Force National Fighter Gunnery Meet at Las Vegas Air Force Base, Nevada. 

Vietnam War Artilleryman 

This soldier is a private in an artillery unit from the Vietnam War. He is holding a home-made sign which reads 

“Go Bob!” He is wearing a T-shirt with no insignia, with his dog tags outside his shirt. US artillery in Vietnam was 

organized under I Field Force, II Field Force and XXIV Corps Artillery, consisting of 44 battalions in total. These 

battalions played a significant role in supporting American and allied infantry. 

Vietnam War Air Force Mechanic 

The mechanic is a Hispanic technical sergeant in the Air Force in the Vietnam War, seated on a wooden ammo 

box. A little remembered episode is that the first Air Force mechanics in Vietnam were sent in support of the 

French for seven months in 1954, in a deployment that grew to nearly 500 men. Their base at Do Son was under 

frequent attack, and the Viet Minh captured 5 men. 



World War II Marine Corps Sergeant 

The sculpture is of a patient from the 44th Field Hospital, one of the largest fully equipped hospitals in the 

Philippines during World War II. The Medical Statistics Division of the Office of the Surgeon General has 

estimated that close to 15,000 men in the U.S. Army, including Army Air Forces, suffered amputations during 

the period from 1 January 1942 to 31 March 1946. The maximum census reported by these amputation centers 

for any one month was 9,240 in June 1945. The figure is depicted in his issue blue robe, freshly pinned with the 

Purple Heart. “Bedside presentations” of this award, which would typically entail a general entering a hospital 

with a box of Purple Hearts, pinning them on the pillows of wounded service members, and then departing with 

no official records kept of the visit or the award. Service members themselves could complicate the issue by 

leaving hospitals unofficially, returning to their units. In such cases, even if a service member had received 

actual wounds in combat, the award of the Purple Heart might never be recorded in official records. 

Korean War Marine 

This sculpture of a Korean War Marine is of an African-American Marine shown in the standard issue cold-

weather uniform required by the harsh Korean winter. Holding a sign marked “Thanks for the Memory” he 

communicates the support and appreciation of U.S. troops for Bob Hope and his efforts with the USO. African-

American servicemen distinguished themselves in combat during the ground battles with the North Korean army 

and in the air war over Korea. The Korean War is considered by many as the turning point in the acceptance of 

African-Americans as proven members of the U.S. military. Following the Korean War, the Army abolished the 

300 segregated all-black units that had previously existed and integrated the more than 300,000 African-

Americans into the previously all-white units. 

World War II Navy Machinist Mate 

This figure is a portrait of a Machinist Mate, Third Class Petty Officer (PO3) from the USS Lark. The subject is 

depicted from the year 1944 as he would have appeared while stationed at Mios Woendi “Windy Island” in the 

South Pacific. The sculpture represents a sailor who served during the Battle of Leyte Gulf, which was fought in 

the seas around the Philippines following the initial landings and return of U.S. forces to these islands in 

October 1944. Consisting of four major air-sea battles fought over several days, including Taffy 3’s famous 

action in the Battle off Samar on 25 October, the Battle of Leyte Gulf was the greatest naval battle in history. In 

a last and desperate gamble to halt the advance of allied forces in the Pacific, most of the remaining major 

units of the still-formidable Imperial Japanese Navy were sent forth into this battle. In the Sibuyan Sea, off 

Cape Engaño, in Surigao Strait and off the island of Samar, U.S. sailors and airmen met, repulsed and defeated 

the Japanese fleet in this the last great naval battle between opposing fleets in World War II. The figure is 

depicted standing on a box in dungarees that were modeled from original period clothing acquired from the 

family of a World War II veteran. Further refinement to the uniform was based on information provided through 

oral history given by Hal Tinker, retired US Navy. The figure is a Caucasian male of approximately 22 years of 

age. The age of the sailor is based on footage of members of the audience at the Mios Woendi performance by 

Bob Hope featured on The Best of Bob Hope: The Ultimate Collection, “Bob Goes to War”. 

Coast Guard Squadron One 

The uncharted nature of the waters surrounding Vietnam made the members of the U.S. Coast Guard an 

invaluable component in military efforts in the region. Crewmen assisted in patrols, rescues, and topography. 

Early on in the conflict, it was determined that the Coast Guard would provide seventeen 82-foot patrol boats. 

On 29 April 1965, the formation of Coast Guard Squadron One was announced. On 6 May, the Coast Guard 

ordered the deployment of the seventeen patrol boats and only twelve days later they were loaded on merchant 

vessels in New York, Norfolk, New Orleans, Galveston, San Pedro, San Francisco and Seattle. At Coast Guard 

Base Alameda, Coast Guard Squadron One was formed. Initially, 47 officers and 198 enlisted were assigned to 



the newly formed Squadron One. The 82-footer’s main job was choking off the enemy’s sea-borne supplies. The 

Squadron would become the backbone of the Coast Guard’s fleet. Hispanics played a valuable role in the 

Vietnam war and accounted for 25 percent of the casualties. Their contributions have been particularly linked 

to the Coast Guard where a Hispanic crewman was awarded a Purple Heart. 

Gulf War Air Force Staff Sergeant 

The sculpture features an Asian-American female of approximately 22 years of age, a Staff Sergeant from the 

Communications Squad stationed in Kuwait City in 1990. Age of the figure was established from oral history from 

a member of the U.S. Air Force who had served in Kuwait. Sixteen percent of veterans from Desert Storm are 

women, and by 1993 over 50,000 Asian-Americans were in uniform. The figure is shown standing wearing a 

standard issue Battle Dress Uniform (BDU) with standard-issue desert combat boots. Reference for the uniform 

was provided by a Desert Storm veteran who loaned the uniform she had worn while serving in the Gulf to the 

artist. 

World War II Navy Pilot Lieutenant 

This World War II pilot is a Lieutenant in the Navy, fighting in the conflict in the Pacific. Thirty years after the 

Navy had acquired its first airplane and only 19 years after it had acquired its first aircraft carrier, naval 

aviation faced the supreme test of war. At the beginning of the war the Navy and Marine Corps air arms could 

muster only seven large and one small aircraft carriers, 5 patrol wings and 2 Marine aircraft wings, 5,900 pilots 

and 21,678 enlisted men, 5,233 aircraft of all types including trainers, and a few advanced air bases. World War 

II marked the first time in history naval engagements were fought entirely in the air without opposing surface 

forces sighting each other. In the course of the war, Navy and Marine pilots destroyed over 15,000 enemy 

aircraft in the air and on the ground, sank 174 Japanese warships, including 13 submarines, totaling 746,000 

tons, sank 447 Japanese merchant ships totaling 1,600,000 tons and, in the Atlantic, destroyed 63 German U-

boats. The pilot in this figure is seen with his Mae West in a light summer flight suit worn to protect against the 

heat and humidity. He is shown wearing non-standard boots based on oral histories from Navy pilots who 

explained that the pilots often wore different boots out of fear that the standard-issue foot wear would become 

water logged in the event of a sea landing. 

Vietnam War Navy Medic 

This figure is a Hospital Corpsman Third Class, U.S. Navy, from Quang Nam Province from 1968. With the 

escalation of the Vietnam conflict between 1963 and 1975, Hospital Corpsman were called to serve in Southeast 

Asia. They served in Marine Corps and Navy Air/Ground Forces, Naval Support Activity Hospitals, off the coast of 

North Vietnam, in Cambodia and in Thailand. They performed emergency treatment in all kinds of combat 

conditions. They were assigned to small medical teams that provided care and health advice to Vietnamese 

civilians. Some were assigned as medical advisors to Vietnamese military units, which required that they live in 

small, poorly defended villages. Hospital Corpsman truly felt the brunt of the Vietnam conflict. Six hundred 

twenty were killed or mortally wounded and another 3,353 were wounded in action. Awards for gallantry and 

intrepidity in action included 3 Congressional Medals of Honor, 29 Navy Crosses, 127 Silver Stars, 2 Legions of 

Merit, 290 Bronze Stars and 4,563 Purple Hearts. The subject’s uniform is completed with standard-issue 

drawstring pants, based on reference photographs in U.S. Military Operations 1945-1985 by Kenneth Anderson 

and combat boots, based on reference photographs from Left at the Wall: Artefacts from the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial. He is posed sitting on top of an ammunition box suggesting the often-makeshift nature of Hope’s 

impromptu stages. He is wearing no shirt reflecting the more casual nature of the USO performances in 

Vietnam. The figure’s dog tags are thrown around his back to allow him to clap. 

World War II Army Nurse 



More than 59,000 American nurses served in the Army Nurse Corps during World War II. During the conflict, 

nurses worked closer to the front lines than they ever had before. Within the “chain of evacuation” established 

by the Army Medical Department during the war, nurses served under fire in field hospitals and evacuation 

hospitals, on hospital trains and hospital ships, and as flight nurses on medical transport planes. In all, more 

than 200 Army Nurses lost their lives during World War II. The skill and dedication of these nurses is credited for 

the extremely low post-injury mortality rate among American military forces in every theater of the war. Army 

nurses all served as officers and were slightly older than some of the soldiers they tended. This figure is seen in 

her regulation uniform. She is sketching a character of Bob Hope with a love heart. 

 

Site notes: The National Salute site is at the northwest corner (far left in photo) of the G Street Mole. This is in 

proximity to other military related monuments in the neighborhood including the “Homecoming” sculpture, the 

“Aircraft Carrier Memorial” obelisk, the “Battle of Leyte Gulf” monument, and the USS San Diego (CL-53) 

Memorial. The retired aircraft carrier U.S.S. Midway, now a popular naval aviation museum and venue for public 

events, is moored permanently adjacent to the mole and forms an appropriate naval backdrop for the National 

Salute to Bob Hope and the Military. 
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proximity to other military related monuments in the neighborhood including the “Homecoming” sculpture, the 

“Aircraft Carrier Memorial” obelisk, the “Battle of Leyte Gulf” monument, and the USS San Diego (CL-53) 

Memorial. The retired aircraft carrier U.S.S. Midway, now a popular naval aviation museum and venue for public 

events, is moored permanently adjacent to the mole and forms an appropriate naval backdrop for the National 

Salute to Bob Hope and the Military. 

 

About the sponsors: The inspiration and planning for the National Salute to Bob Hope and the Military was 

provide by a veteran’s group called Task Unit 77.4.3/Taffy 3 (“Taffy III” for short.) The common bond of these 

World War II Navy men is that they served bravely on warships of Task Unit 77.4.3 that were sunk during the 

famous Battle off Samar during the Battle for Leyte Gulf on October 25, 1944. (“Taffy III” was the call sign of 

this task unit.) In recent years, these men have devoted their efforts toward raising awareness and money for 

monuments to preserve the history and honor the veterans of this era. The nearby Battle of Leyte Gulf Memorial 

is an earlier project funded and built on Port tidelands by Taffy III. The National Salute to Bob Hope and the 

Military is the latest and most ambitious Taffy 3 commemorative project. The project was built with donated 

funds. 
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